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‘1776 © PROGEEDINGS of CONVENTION.
- This convention being informed, that in the conflitution or form of government agreed to by the dele-
o o gates of Virginja, a claim is made by them injurious to the inhabitants of this ftate, OrpERED, That
oo T '» the fane be read, and the fame was read as follows, to wit: o L
_ ‘ ' -« The territories contained within ghe charters eeQing the colonies of Maryland,. Pennfylvania, North
o : \ , agd South-Carolina, are hereby ceded, releafed, ,and for ever confirmed to the people of thofe colonies re~
b - . - . fpedtively, with all the rights of property, jurifdi@ion ‘and government, and all other rights whatfoever,
o : * which might at any time hereafter Eave been claimed by Virginia, except the free navigation and ufe of .
the rivers Patowmack and Pocomoke, with . the property of the Virginia fhores or ftrands, bordering on
. either of the faid rivers, and all improvements which have been or thall be made thereon. The weftern
. - dnd northern extent of Virginia fhall in all other refpects ftand as fixed by the charter of King James the
firfl, in the year one thoufand fix hundred and nine, and by the public treaty of peace between the courts
of Great-Britain and France in the year one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-three ; unlefs, by at of
legiflature, one or more territories fhall hereafter be laid off, and governments cftablithed weftward of the
Alegany mountains.  And no purchafe of lands fhall be made of the Indian natives, but on behalf of the
public, by authority of the general aflembly.” o A
REsoLvep, That this convention will on to~morrow refolve 1tfelf into a committee of the whole, to
take the fame into confideration. ~ C S
Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning g o’clock.

WEDONESDAY, Ofberso 1776

ONVENTION met. Al members prefent as on yefterday, xcept Mr. Bowie and Mr. Hooe,
‘The proceedings of yefterday were read. Mr. J. Smith and K’Ir Marbury appeared in the houfe.
i . Adjourned till 3 o’clock. . '
POST MERIDIE M -
Convention met. Mr. Carroll, Mr. Kent, Mr. Bithop, and Mr. Shriver, appeared in the houfe,
‘The convention, according to the order of the day; refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, on
that part of the conftitution of Virginia, which was referred to their confideration ; Mr. T, Wright in
the chair. After fome time fpent therein, Mr. Prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Wright reported,
that the committee had, according to order, taken the fame into confideration, and had come to feveral
refolutions thereon, which he read in his place and afterwards delivered in at the table, where the fame
were again twice read, amended, and 2 reed to as follow : - B _
RESOLVED unanimoufly, That it is the apinion of this convention, that the ftate of Virginia hath not -
any right or title to any of the territory, bays, rivers, or waters, included in the charter granted by his |
- .~.majefty Charles the firft, to Cecilius éalvert, baron of Baltimore.
ESOLVED unanimoufly, That it is the opinion of this convention, that the fole and exclufive jurifdicti-
on over the tetritory, bays, rivers and waters, included in the faid charter, belongs to this ftate ; and that
- the river Patowmack, and almoft the whole of the river Pocomoke, being comprehended in the faid char-
*  tery the fole and exclufive jurifdiCtion over the faid river Patowmack, and alfo over fuch part of the river
* Pocomoke as is comprehended in the faid charter, belongs to this ftate ; and that the river ratowmacs,
and that part of Chefapeake bay which lies between the capes and the fouth boundary of this ftate, and fo
- much thereof as is neceffary to the navigation of the rivers Patowmack and Pocomoke, ought to be con-
fidered as a common highway, free for the people of both ftates, without being fubject to any duty, bur-
thens or charge, as hath been heretofore accuftomed. 7 v R |
REsoLVED unanimoufly, That it is the opinion of this conVention, that the very extenfive claim of the
ftate of Virginia to the back lands hath no foundation in juftice, and that if the fame or any like claim is
admitted, the freedom of the fmaller ftates, and the liberties of America, may be thereb greatl&t endanger-
ed; this convention being firmly perfuaded, that if the dominion over thofe lands fhould be eftablifhed by
the blood and treafure of the United States, fuch lands ought to be confidered as a common ftock, to be
parcelled out at proper times into convenient, free and independent governments. : -
Agreeable to the erder of the day, the convention refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to con-
fider further of the declaration of rights, and form of government for this ftate ; Mr. T. Wright in the
chair.  After fome time fpent therein, Mr. Prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Wright reported, ‘thiat
the committee had, according to order, taken the fame into confideration, and had come to feveral refolu-
tions thereon, which they directed him to report, as the declaration of rights, but not having had time to
go through the form of government, had direted him to move for leave to fit again. L
- REesoLvEeD, That this convention will on to-thorrow refolve itfelf into a committee of the whole, te
confider further of the form of government for this flate, - . . ,
- . Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning g o’clock.

T HUR S DAY, O&ober 31, 1776. |
(YONVENTION met. All members prefent as on yefterday. The prqceedixi‘gs of yefterday were |

read. g - : D ) g
“The convention took into confideration the report of the declaration of rights from the committee of
the whole, which follows in thefe words, towit: -~~~ | S = L
SR The DECLARATION. ‘o "RIGHTS. S
_ THE parliament of Great-Britain, by a declaratory a&, -having affumed a right to make laws to bind
: _ the colonies in all cafes whatfoever, and in purfuance of fuch claim endeavoured by force of arms to fub-
o - _ . jugate the United Colonies w an unconditional fubmiffion to their will and power, and having at length. *
' © “conftrained them to declare themfelves independent ftates, .and to affume government under the authority . ,
- of the people, ‘Therefore’We, the delegates of Maryland, in free-and full convention afiembled, taking in- , o
to our moft ferious conflideration the beft means of cftablithing a'good conftitution in this ftate, for-the
furer foundation, and more permanent fecurity thereof ; Declare, ‘ o L
1. ‘That all governient of right originates from the people,  is founded in compa& only, and inflituted -
foldly for tite good of the whole,” . = - T T
~ auThat the peasle of this ftate ought-to have the fole and exclufive right of regulating the internal go- L
- vernment and - Jlice thereof. B e o R :




